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AQEEL YOUSAFZAI

ver since the day of its inception, Voice of KP's vision was to work proficiently and to 

Edisseminate objectively through rational analysis and unprejudiced opinions, not observing 
ththe notions of any specific religious groups or political factions. VoKP presents its 6  

edition of this Quarterly Newsletter with the immense efforts of management, technical staff and 

contributors who kept on experiencing successful niche ideas without any disruption. The 

organisation has maintained to be the platform having representation and voice of all the diverse 

schools of thought who have their loyalties staunchly affiliated with Pakistan generally and Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa specifically. We have also made refreshing changes to our website which were highly 

appreciated by the visitors. And with the efforts of such an enthusiastic team, VoKP is now playing a 

role in representing the province nationwide. A new venture of informing the public through news 

updates has started which focuses on the occurrences on regular basis in KP and on the national 

level. Along with the general populace, VoKP's target audience consists of parliamentarians, 

government bodies, political parties and think tanks. Encouraging feedback from the audience 

regarding VoKP reporting of public issues was a great experience. They have acknowledged the 

struggle of our team. Moreover, VoKP has played an active role in covering every minor detail of the 

ongoing developments over the last three months in Newly Merged Districts (NMDs). One of the 

greatest achievements is that mainstream media has started picking this work of VoKP for their 

channels and newspapers whilst giving oomph to the consultation process. VoKP not only published 

reports on developments in NMDs but also made specific digital stories on the growth and outcomes 

in these areas. Whereas, through various programs like NewsEye with Hassan Khan and Insight with 

Juma Khan Sufi, a counter-narrative is being built against anti-Pakistan propaganda and different 

discourses. From a different perspective, the Heroes of KP program by Anmol Sheraz focuses on 

highlighting and creating a soft and positive image of the province by bringing forth talent and 

achievers from around the province. Not only through programs, but prime representation has been 

given to women and marginalised groups by Editorials and news as well. Here, I want to pay my 

heartfelt thank you to the bloggers and contributors for their endeavours of sharing their views and 

opinions with the audience of VoKP. My exuberant felicitations to my entire team, especially the 

Editor-in-Chief and Project Manager Farzana Shah as her relentless efforts have kept the members 

streamlined with necessary information. Also peculiar gratitude to the Sub-Editors and Social Media 

team for making VoKP a mouthpiece of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Last but not least; remember, the 

essence of knowledge is submission, service, humbleness and postulation of awareness which is the 

dire need of this war-ridden region. 
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FARZANA SHAH
Editor-in-Chief,

Voice of KP

W
thith the first quarterly of 2022 and 6  edition of Voice of KP; we are embarking on yet 

another journey of bringing insight into geo-strategic, socio-economics, tribute to the 

nation, and tourism in the country specially in the Khyber Pukhtunkhwa. Pakistan, a 

nation of over 200 million people despite grappling with violent extremism in different shapes and 

forms for the past two decades, has stood its ground. The post-war-on-terror period has been a test 

for the nation. Hardly few countries in the world match Pakistan's political, social, economic 

complexities and security-related challenges. Yet Pakistani nation set an example of peaceful 

coexistence despite having over a dozen ethnic and minority groups, and myriad tribes. These past 

three months are witness to the efforts for progress, socio-economic uplift and youth engagement, 

especially in conflict areas including newly merged districts of Khyber Pukhtunkhwa.  Welcomed 

steps like the launching of Accelerated Implementation Program (AIP) to review the post-merger 

progress, benefits, and concerns on the completion of three years of erstwhile FATA's integration in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa taken. Academics, policy analysts, ulema, and locals were able to debate and 

present, a range of different perspectives on key issues relating to development and combating 

violent extremism. A coordinated well-executed Pakistan Sports Festival and other youth 

engagements activities in merged districts this year have been the remarkable highlights. Such 

healthy activities are appreciated and endorsed by locals as a step forward to peacebuilding in the 

context of post-conflict recovery efforts for promoting reconciliation and reconstruction in the 

aftermath of the war on terror. Voice of KP team, playing a little role by highlighting such healthy 

activities and peacebuilding efforts, will continue to keep its readers updated about the progress in 

this regard. Besides, we have not forgotten to highlight the plight of Kashmiri brothers and sisters 

under Indian illegal occupation in Kashmir. We also continued with our tradition of paying tribute to 

our national heroes including common Pakistanis from diverse fields.Last but not the least, 

highlights of the successful Pakistan Cricket Premier League, visual representation of ethnic 

diversity of Pakistan as PSL winner Team Lahore Qalandars were warmly welcomed in Landi Kotal 
thKhyber District, are part of VoKP 6  edition. I, on behalf of my dedicated team who's tireless efforts 

have made it possible to bring you the latest issue of Voice of KP quarterly Magazine, thank our 

readers for their support and encouragement.
Together we strive for united Pakistan.
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Development In Newly 
Merged Districts (NMDs)

By Dr. Syed Hussain Shaheed Soherwordi 

Regions are identified by the development and 
welfare projects for the people of the land. The 
former FATA was starved of development and 
progress. That is the reason that the people of the 
place demanded the merger of the region with 
settled districts. Today, NMDs are on the path to 
prosperity. This prosperity was planned in a very 
organized manner. Accelerated Implementation 
Project (AIP) for the NMDs was implemented in 
letter and spirit for progress and prosperity of 
former FATA. It was a destiny-changing project 
that completely shifted the disposition of the 
area. Today, NMDs can compete with any region 
of South of Punjab and the KP in their under-
development ventures.
AIP included water supply and sanitation 
schemes, housing, rural electrification, 
agricultural development, livestock, poultry and 
dairy development, road connectivity, health, 
education and access to information and 
communication technology (including the 
internet, wireless networks, cell phones, 
computers, software, middleware, and video-
conferencing).
The enforcement and protection of civil rights 
has long been a demand of the NMDs. With the 

merger, good governance is widely witnessed in 
shape of  law and order, effective civil 
administration, judiciary and its all prerequisite 
as well as availability of justice at the door-step. 
Today, 25 Tehsil Municipal Administrations are 
operationalised. Good governance practices are 
implemented through different models like Khuli 
Kacheris, Citizen Feedback System, RTI and 
RTS. Moreover, the KP Alternate Dispute 
Resolution Act 2020 (KPADR) has also been 
promulgated for provision of justice. All laws 
have been extended to the region as in vogue in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. It is worth mentioning 
here that Rs. 14.5 Billion are planned for the 
construction of 7 District and 25 Tehsil Judicial 
Complexes. 
For the maintenance of law and order, the Police 
force is a prerequisite. For the NMDs Police, 
around 26,487 Khassadars and Levies (89% of 
the total) have been absorbed into Police 
department with purchase of Rs. 2 Billion worth 
of equipment. 73 Police stations and 54 police 
posts are functionalized and 17,139 policemen 
trained till to date.  With  Police  Infrastructure  
being constructed, the Counter-Terrorism 
capacity is also enhanced. 

Khyber Rescue stationRoad from Garyum to Dosali, North Waziristan 
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Similarly, a well-connected road network is a 
need of a prosperous socio-economically 
developed region.  With AIP, numerous and 
multitudes of homes and sub regions have been 
connected with mainstream roads. This has 
contributed to boost trade as well as links 
between cities with easy access to all types of 
vehicles. Improved and high-quality health 
services were also a dire need of the NMDs. With 
AIP, a medical revolution was heralded. 
Numerous hospitals, as well as Basic Health 
Units, have been constructed with medical staff. 
People are happy with such basic amenities of 
life available right at their door-step. The 
agricultural sector is an eye-catching field in the 
NMDs. Almost one-third of the households 
owned agricultural land. Kurram District had the 
highest proportion of households owning 
agricultural land (54%) and Khyber had the 
lowest (15%). However, this sector needed full 
government support and attention. More and 
more agricultural loans with zero interests are 
provided to the farmers. More tube-wells have 
been drilled for the farmers so that water issue is 

resolved once and for all. 
It is pertinent to mention here that militancy 
broke the backbone of peace of the region. This 
resulted in mass displacement of local people in 
shape of IDPs. With successful military 
operations, the displaced people were settled in 
their own homes with financial benefits. One can 
understand from the fact that pre-Merger budget 
of the NMDs was Rs 32 billion. However, today 
it's a mega amount of Rs 77 billion. This means 
that the government wants to rebuild former 
FATA with a complete overhauling. 
Today, former FATA is experiencing such mega 
development projects owing to the merger with 
the settled areas. Indeed, AIP is in full swing to 
bring former FATA at par with settled areas. It is 
anticipated that the AIP-II will also focus on 
growth, improvement, progress and service 
delivery to the masses so that the people of this 

stland may experience trends of the 21  century in 
their own region. The days are not far off when 
the NMDs will come at equation with settled 
areas and the division between advanced and 
backward areas will be over once and for all. 

Projects included in Current Porfolio 2021-22District Court Bajaur
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The merged tr ibal  distr icts  of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa – formerly known as Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) - have been 
through the worst period during the last two 
decades.
Violent extremism and terrorist attacks on daily 
bases were the 'new normal' sparing no segments 
of society. Mosques, imam Bargahs, religious & 
funerals processions, political rallies, security 
convoys, markets, schools, colleges, and 
gove rnmen t  offices  a l l  were  t a rge ted 
indiscriminately causing floods of human blood 
in the streets.
The wave of terrorism and violent extremism 
also seeped into the rest of Pakistan from the 
border tribal districts causing colossal human 
losses and destructions to infrastructure in major 
cities.
According to one report; in just five years (2010-
2015) more than 10,000 innocent non-combatant 
people were killed by violent extremists. 
Pakistan was consistently ranked among the top 
five countries in the Global Terrorism Index.
Historically, the tribal districts were considered 
the most peaceful regions due to having a bust 
and  mo s t  effec t i v e  i n t e rna l  confl ic t s 
managements and resolution mechanisms. 
However, the situation that emerged in  
Afghanistan after the 9/11 terrorist attacks on the 
UnitedStates of America has badly impacted the 
tribal belt  turning it  into an extended 
Afghanistan.
The ensuing war on terror led by the United 
States and fought with the most lethal human 
killing machines of the developed world 
devoured more than a million human beings and 
completely shattered the established social, 
political, and cultural systems of Afghanistan.
Unable to face the wrath of the world's powerful 
nations – who had a license to kill in Afghanistan 
– the majority of the Taliban's puritanical militias 

Tribal Youth & Violent 
Extremism In Newly 

Merged Districts 
(NMDs)

BY HASSAN KHAN

and other terrorist syndicates including Al 
Qaeda, fled to Pakistan border districts. Before 
merging with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, there 
existed a huge administrative, judicial and 
political vacuum in the tribal areas with poverty 
and illiteracy as the most common phenomena.
These unchecked influxes of religious extremists 
groups and individuals from across the border 
have advantage advantages of the existing 
g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  v a c u u m s 
phenomenally impacting the social and cultural 
fabrics in tribal areas.
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The poverty-stricken illiterate youth was the 
immediate and easy target for the extremists' 
organizations. Using huge sums of money and 
employing misguided religious narratives, the 
extremists initially goaded the tribal to revolt 
against the state and centuries-old tribal social 
and cultural norms leading to the total collapsing 
of the state and state institutions surrendering the 
entire region to the violent extremists.
Mass displacements took place and the state 
resorted to full-scale military operations to flush 
the violent extremists and dismantle the 
infrastructure, command and control centers of 
the terrorist organizations.
After successfully reclaiming the tribal areas 
from the terrorists and restoring order, the 
government decided to merge these till date 
'ungoverned tr ibal  areas '  with Khyber 
P a k h t u n k h w a ,  p r o m i s i n g  i m m e d i a t e 
administrative, judicial reforms and initiating 
large scale developmental activities to bring 
these backward districts at par with the rest of the 
country.
Religious extremism is still posing a big threat to 
Pakistan. The causes of violent extremism are 
wide-ranging and the urgency of preventing 
violent extremism in Pakistan has never been 
higher. Violent extremism is a complex 
phenomenon and cannot be narrowly understood 
by looking only at violent extremists themselves.
This phenomenon is not restricted to the tribal 
region only. It has crept into major population 
centers across the country. Until the issue of 
violent extremism is not addressed holistically 
by employing all tools and approaches across the 
country, we cannot get rid of acts of terrorism and 
extremism. 
The recruitment of youth by violent extremist 
groups is not new in Pakistan. It is continued 
since 1980s (Afghan-Soviet War) and has now 
been expanded to both intra-state and external 
groups. The TTP is busy in tribal merged 
districts while Punjabi Taliban continues to 
recruit youth from marginalized South Punjab. 
The international terror syndicate ISIS (Daesh) 
has been expanding its operations in Pakistan 
through youth recruitment.

However, in the merged tribal districts, the youth 
are more exposed and vulnerable to violent 
extremists groups. The tribal youth who have 
been through all sufferings and tribulations need 
greater attention to be protected from again 
turning into fodder for these terrorist groups.
 It's the responsibility of the state and society to 
equip the tribal youth to not only fall prey but to 
stop being used by extremists groups.
The government has to address multiple factors 
in tribal areas including grievances from the 
state, inequality, helplessness, poverty, illiteracy 
and unemployment, which directly or indirectly 
exposes the youth to radicalization and violent 
extremism. Bad or lack of governance and the 
presence of the large numbers of Taliban and al 
Qaeda extremists and their sympathizers in the 
tribal belt are playing a role of a force-
mult ipl iers .   The widespread poverty, 
unemploymen t ,  soc i a l  exc lu s ion  and 
resentments based on unequal access to 
resources and representation are giving vital 
support to violent extremists - and shall be 
addressed through a sustainable approach.
However, military solutions are not enough to 
counter violent extremism. There is a need of 
focusing on the broader ideological climate that 
supports violent extremism. Radical reform in
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 the education system is required to equip young 
people with the critical analysis skills to 
challenge violent extremist narratives. 
Educational reforms need to go beyond the 
much-discussed madras 's reforms. The 
curriculum taught in public sectors schools and 
colleges for decades is equally nurturing the 
“ideological climate'. Besides, integrating 
madrasas into the mainstream education system, 
reforms in the state-run school curriculum, 
particularly, social studies and Islamic teaching 
are essential to equip the young people with 
critical thinking skills, knowledge to challenge 
extremist narratives and promote greater 
tolerance.
The government including all provincial 
governments shall give more stipends and 
scholarships to the tribal youth particularly the 
young women to study in educational 
institutions across the country. It will enable 
them to interact with their peers in the rest of the 
country and get exposed to the diverse Pakistani 
culture. 
The state must work on evolving new narratives 
with a major focus on youth and women. 
Historically, women and youth have been 
remarkably attracted by the messages of 
extremists often rooted in the misreading of 
religious teachings in these neglected areas. 
Reforms in governance structure, police and 
judicial systems are also essential to ensuring a 
responsive administration. The government 
must ensure inducting more tribal youth into 
police and civil administration. It will have a 
two-way impact; giving more employment 
opportunities to the youth and also letting them 
know and understand the newly extended 
systems.

Last but not least is the promotion of business 
and trade activities in the merged districts to 
enable the people here to earn more money. It's a 
fact that the tribal territories are not that much 
welcoming to industrialization, however, 
historically the region has been known for trade 
activities. To boost trade and business, the 
government shall take a lenient stance on cross-
border trade with Afghanistan. It shall be made 
easier by reducing the bureaucratic hurdles. To 
attract more tribal youth the government shall 
offer loans in easy installments.
The government also needs to focus on and 
expedite the initiation of developmental projects 
to develop communication infrastructure in 
these areas. This will not only pump more money 
to the regions and provide more employment 
opportunities to the local youth, but also remove 
the sense of alienation that has gripped the region 
for decades.
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Cybersecurity has emerged as the most active 
domain of national security. All the developed 
nations, along with many in the developing 
world are scrambled to form dedicated cyber 
forces or cyber commands. Pakistan is no 
exception to this. The latest news suggests that 
Pakistan Air Force has established a dedicated 
cyber command. But the use of cyber 
technologies transcends the military domain. 
These are part of society now and each individual 
linked to cyberspace can be a victim or a 
perpetrator of a cybercrime. A single individual 
can endanger the entire country by putting its 
critical infrastructure at risk. This is where a 
cyber domain is so unique.
Pakistan has announced a National Security 
Policy earlier this year which is based on the 
citizen's security model guiding government to 
adopt measures to ensure the safety of each 
Pakistani. Cyberspace threats demand the same 
but there is no way, any government can protect 
each and everyone connected online. So, the best 
remedy is to educate people about cyber threats 
making them part of the solution rather than 
rendering them a part of the problem by allowing 
cybercriminals to use their vulnerabilities in 
cyberspace due to lack of knowledge and 
endanger all others.
This essay is an attempt to educate the readers 
about the evolution of cyber technologies, 
threats prevailing in this space and how to 
navigate safely in this endless universe of 
networks.
Growth and new inventions in information and 
communication technologies (ICT) have 
ushered fundamental changes in our way of life. 
These technologies have made our working, 
traveling, communication, and management of 
daily affairs more efficient and cost-effective by 
saving time and energy. The internet has become 
an essential part of our lives. But like every other 
technology, the internet has ushered its share of 
challenges and risks. The most concerning   

CYBER-CRIMES: 
WHAT PEOPLE NEED 

TO KNOW?

Shahzad Masood Roomi

challenge in modern age is fighting cybercrimes. 
So, what is cybercrime? 
In simple terms, cybercrime is a criminal activity 
that either targets or uses a computer, a computer 
network, or a networked device for nefarious 
designs ranging from stealing personal 
information to committing online financial 
frauds. 
People involved in these activities are commonly 
known as hackers or cybercriminals. Many 
countries around the world have introduced legal 
frameworks and multilateral bodies to combat 
these crimes but as technological advancements 
continue, the challenge of fighting cybercrimes 
is only getting more daunting.
Though it's difficult to fight against highly skilled 
cybercriminals, it's possible to reduce the online 
risks by educating the communities and 
individuals. Firstly it must be understood that 
most cybercrimes are being committed for 
money and profits. Hackers, therefore, don't try 
to harm the devices they breach to extract 
personal information. But, there are organized 
cybercriminals who indulge in sabotage 
activities in other countries, these crimes are 
categorized as Cyberwarfare. In this blog, the 
focus will be limited to cybercrimes only.
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Ÿ Below are some of the common cybercrimes.

Ÿ Crimes that target computers and mobile 
devices and damage their software

Ÿ Crimes where hackers use targeted devices 
to commit other crimes.

In the first category, the target is to delete, steal, 
and compromise the integrity of data (data 
corruption). In the second category, the impact of 
cybercrime is not limited to data only but hackers 
try to make the victim look like the culprit in 
high-risk crimes like financial fraud against 
banks ,  and  o rgan i za t i ons .  Sp read ing 
disinformation, illegal software, and breaching 
copyrights can be listed as other motives behind 
using victims' computing devices.
Cybercriminals may also carry out what is 
known as a Distributed-Denial-of-Service 
(DDoS) attack. Cybercriminals use numerous 
compromised computers to carry it out. Such 
attacks hinder internet services altogether. These 
are serious punishable crimes both under local 
and global laws. So, in order to avoid being 
caught in such a situation, it is very important in 
today's world for everybody using computing 
devices to keep themselves updated about new 
cyber threats and how to be safe. Below are 
somecommon practices that can save your data 
and yourself from cybercriminals.

1.    Keeping your software and operating system  
up to date ensures that you benefit from the latest 
security patches to protect your computer.
2.   While using email please make sure you don't 
open an email where the sender is not known or 
suspicious. Emails and inboxes are the most 
common way for hackers into your computer and 
mobile. So immediately delete emails not 
originating from known sources. Usually, 
hackers lure victims by sending attachments 
containing viruses or malware in an email with 
lots of fake financial offers or benefits.
3.  Updating anti-virus software is very 
important in cybersecurity. Anti-virus software 
allows you to scan, detect and remove threats 
before they become a problem. 

Email and internet fraud.
Identity fraud (where personal information
is stolen and used).
Theft of financial or card payment data.
Theft and sale of corporate data.
Cyber extortion (demanding money to 
prevent a threatened attack).
Ransomware attacks (a type of cyber 
extortion. Hackers usually encrypt 
victims' files and demand money for 
decryption. Ransomware is among the 
most complex and challenging 
cybercrimes in modern times).
Crypto-jacking (where hackers mine 
cryptocurrency using resources they do 
not own).
Cyberespionage (where hackers access 
government or company data for money)

This list of common cybercrimes highlights 
two distinct types of cybercrimes.
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7.   Keep an eye on your bank statements. Keep 
an eye on your bank statements and query any 
unfamiliar transactions with the bank. The bank
can investigate whether they are fraudulent. 

Now you understand the threat of cybercrime, 
protect yourself from it, and keep yourself 
updated about the emerging online threats.  

3. Updating anti-virus software is very 
important in cybersecurity. Anti-virus software 
allows you to scan, detect and remove threats 
before they become a problem. 

4. Stronger passwords for your email and 
online banking accounts are critical. There can
be no compromise on these. Use passwords
based on things or events which are not known
to others. Password generator apps can help in 
generating and securing strong passwords.

5. Never share your personal information 
online unless you are dealing with legitimate 
businesses like banks or tech companies. Make
certain that you are speaking to the person you
think you are. 

6.   Be careful with your browsing Keep an eye
on the URLs you are clicking on. Avoid 
cl icking on l inks with unfamiliar  or 
spammy-looking URLs. 
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Heroes Corner

aptain Mearaj Muhammad Shaheed, SBt got martyrdom on 4 June C2009, while rescuing an ambushed police convoy from terrorists at 
Buner, Malakand. From 112 PMA Long Course (Sword of Honour) and 

Unit - 12 Cavalry & FC KP, Capt. Meraj was Born in Tehsil Takhtbai, of district 
Mardan, KP. In 2009, security forces launched "Operation Rah-e-Raast" in 
Swat District & surrounding areas to impose a writ of the state earlier 
challenged by terrorists. At that time, Captain Mearaj was posted to Frontier 

Capt Meraj Shaheed

Corps (FC KPK)'s elite anti-terrorist force called Special Operations Group (SOG), where he took 
part in many intelligence-based operations and raids against militants. On 4th June 2009, a police 
convoy was attacked on the Rustam-Ambela road near Mardan-Buner border, several policemen 
including a DSP were martyred and many others were wounded. As the news of the attack broke out, 
Captain Mearaj's SOG team was sent to rescue the ambushed convoy. The SOG team arrived 
instantly at the scene and engaged the militants occupying the nearby hills. In the ensuing gunbattle, 
Captain Mearaj Muhammad received 4 bullet shots on his body. His SOG team rescued the police 
convoy but Captain Mearaj himself succumbed to his wounds and embraced shahadat on the spot 
joining the ranks of immortals, shuhada!
In recognition of his unprecedented valour & the sacrifice he rendered for the homeland, Captain 
Mearaj Muhammad Shaheed was later awarded Sitara-e-Basalat (SBt) by the Government of 
Pakistan.

atima Faraz is a Peshawar-based young climate activist from FPakistan. Hailed from district Mardan of KP, she started climate 
activism in 2019 and since then she has arranged many plantation 

drives, cleanup drives, seminars, and strikes for the awareness of climate 
change. According to her, Climate change was always on her mind but when 
she saw her neighboring cities drowning in floods and people dying due to 
climate changes, she actively started climate activism. Fatima's hobby is 

Fatima Faraz

paintingand she spreads awareness about all the environmental problems through her paintings and 
public speaking. She thinks that most of the youth have no access to education and hence it won't be 
easy for them to understand the difficult words of climate change so she makes simple images 
depicting environmental problems. 
She speaks at all educational institutes about the climate crisis. Working under pressure in a male 
dominant society, she is doing her best to bring a change and save the environment for future 
generations. She is UNICEF Pakistan's Youth adolescent. Fatima has her organisation known as 
'Team Eco Guards' and is also a part of many national and international organisations and is actively 
working in the field of climate change.
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yesha Gul, the first-ever Assistant Inspector General (AIG) of Police Ahas been appointed to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police in the capital city 
police Peshawar. She has been provided with the responsibility after 

performing her duties as a police officer in different positions in the federal 
capital Islamabad. 

AIG Ayesha Gul

AIG Ayesha Gul the newly appointed AIG Gender Equality hails from Swabi and received her early 
AIG Ayesha Gul the newly appointed AIG gender Equality hails from  Gswabi and received her early 
education in Peshawar. She has been graduated from the University of Peshawar with a degree in 
Economics and then an MSc in Economics from the University of Peshawar and also worked for the 
State Bank of Pakistan for one year.
After passing the CSS exam, she started her career as an officer in the police service in Islamabad. In 
addition, Ayesha Gul also worked as a District Officer in Frontier Constabulary for one year of 
special training.

r. Zubaida Sirang is one of those talented Pakistanis who have been D rdawarded on 23  March, this year for their contribution toward the 
progress of the country. Dr. Zubaida is the first-ever female eye 

surgeon from the Chitral region of KP. She is the head of Ophthalmology – 
Aga Khan Health Services, Pakistan. Dr. Sirang came back from Ireland in 
2020, after her training, and started establishing & leading eye services with 
the Aga Khan Health Service Pakistan, in the remote parts of Northern

Dr. Zubaida Sirang

Pakistan (Chitral & Gilgit). There was no ophthalmologist or even optician serving among the whole 
population of 1,70,000 in the Upper Chitral. She has established eye services for the very first time in 
the Upper Chitral under the umbrella of AKHSP.
High-tech ophthalmology machines at par with AKU have been installed in Gilgit & Chitral's eye 
departments. Highly skilled staff have been employed. Over the past year, more than 20,000 patients 
have been served across the far-flung areas of Chitral & Gilgit. Thousands of surgeries have been 
performed and vision restored in people who couldn't afford to go to bigger cities. Screening clinics 
are regularly being held by her staff in the remotest areas of the valleys, almost free of cost.
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Historical 

Landi Kotal
By: Amna Noreen

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province is filled with 
natural touring attractions. Each district of the 
province has its unique scenic significance and 
historical importance for visitors from across the 
world. 

Landi  Kotal  is  a  town in  the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan. Before the 
merger of former FATA with KPK, this town was 
the administrative capital of Khyber Agency and 
was one of the largest towns in the FATA. Now it 
is the sub-tehsil of district Khyber.

Landi Kotal is located 1,072 meters above sea 
level, on the route across the mountains to the 
city of Peshawar. Landi Kotal is at the western 
edge of the Khyber Pass which marks the 
entrance to the Nangarhar Province of 
Afghanistan, which is located just 5 kilometers 
to the west. So we can say, Landi Kotal is the 
gateway to Afghanistan connecting the Indian 
sub-continent with central Asia and Europe 
through Russia.

Landi Kotal is a tourist destination. It was the 
terminus railway station of Khyber Pass Railway. 
A tourist train, the Khyber train safari was run on 
this railway. However, the train was closed down in 
2006 due to the washing away of the railway track 
and bridges by the flood. Government must take 
action to restore this ancient attraction. The train 
track to Landi Kotal was laid by the British as a 
security measure against threats from former the 
Soviet Union. A unique feature of this tourist train 
was its coal-fired piston engines which remained 
unchanged since 1925 when this train began to 
operate. 

Currently, the train service has been renamed as 
“Khyber Train Safari” and runs between 
Peshawar and Attock Khurd on another track. It 
is under the control of the Tourism Corporation 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Pakistan railways. 

Sphola Stupa is another important tourist 
attraction in Landi Kotal. This 2nd-century stupa 

may be constructed towards the end of the 
Kushan Empire. There is some disagreement 
among historians about the period when it was 
built. Nevertheless, it's the most complete 
Buddhist monument in the Khyber Pass. It is a 
reminder of the great Kushana Empire and 
Buddhism nexus which is often depicted in 
Gandhara artifacts. 

While setting towards Jamrud from Peshawar by 
road leads the visitor to the iconic Khyber Pass 
gate. No visit to the area can be considered 
complete without visiting this historic tourist 
spot which is not only the face of Khyber but also 
represents the entire province as a major national 
landmark of KPK.

After crossing the Khyber pass gate, one can 
witness Shagai Fort. This fort was built in 1927 
by the British during the Ango-Pushtun wars. It's 
currently with the Khyber Rifles. painting a very 
different picture from what was the case a few 
years ago. During the days of the TTP 
insurgency, in the area, between 2007 and 2009, 
no one was allowed to put foot on the road 
stretching from Shagai Fort to Landi Kotal 
without TTP's approval. But security forces 
carried out many daring operations in this area 
and uprooted all terrorist bastions from the area. 
Now it's as accessible to everyone as is Peshawar 
city. 

SPHOLA STUPA

ALI MASJID 
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Ali Masjid is another historic and iconic 
landmark of the area. One can find this place of 
worship by exploring the Khyber gorge's 
narrowest area. It is believed by historians that at 
one point in history, only one camel laden with 
trading goods could pass the gorge one at a time. 
In the past, this spot would serve as a strategic 
point to hold back the invading armies from the 
sub-continent (Sikh and British) by Afridi and 
ShanwariAli Masjid is another historic and 
iconic landmark of the area. One can find this 
place of worship by exploring the Khyber 
gorge's narrowest area. It is believed by 
historians that at one point in history, only one 
camel laden with trading goods could pass the 
gorge one at a time. In the past, this spot would 
serve as a strategic point to hold back the 
invading armies from the sub-continent (Sikh 
and British) by Afridi and Shanwari local tribes 
who would  command a l l  surrounding 
mountaintops gaining the tactical advantage of 
high ground. Due to the significance of the Ali 
Masjid area, every army invading the area tried 
to capture Ali Masjid Fort which is part of this 
mesmerizing and history-defining part of the 
Khyber district.

Youth of the area is interested in sports, 
particularly football but in recent times, cricket 
has emerged as a popular sport among youth. 
This new passion for cricket is due to Pakistan's 
fast bowler Shaheen Shah Afridi's lineage with 
local Afridi tribes. Shaheen's immediate family 
originally belong to this place. Apart from him, 
many players in the national cricket team are 
originally from KPK. This certainly has infused 
a new passion for the game in the local youth. 
There are many sports grounds available through 
facilities in these grounds are not adequate.

As far as the climate of this town is concerned, 
the summers are long, hot, and clear while the 
winters are very cold, snowy, and mostly clear. 
For the year, the temperature typically varies 

from 27°F to 93°F and is rarely below 19°F or 
above 99°F. The best time to visit for hot-
weather activities (trekking, scene sighting, 
camping, etc.) is from early June to late August.

There are traditional and modern restaurants in 
the town offering delicious local cuisine and 
contemporary tastes. People are extremely 
welcoming yet tightly entrenched in their 
glorious and proud traditions. Hospitality is one 
of the strongest traditions of Pushtun culture and 
one can experience this by traveling to this 
border town.  

As Khyber district has become a proper district 
in the province, it is only hoped that the tourism 
facility in the area will enhance further and 
people from around the world would find it 
easier to travel to this part of the country to 
explore its natural and historical attractions in 
much larger numbers than they do already. In 
Sha Allah! 

Ali Masjid is another historic and iconic 
landmark of the area. One can find this place of 
worship by exploring the Khyber gorge's 
narrowest area. It is believed by historians that at 
one point in history, only one camel laden with 
trading goods could pass the gorge one at a ri 
local tribes who would command all surrounding 
mountaintops gaining the tactical advantage of 
high ground. Due to the significance of the 

Michani Gate Landi Kotal 
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Ali Masjid area, every army invading the area 
tried to capture Ali Masjid Fort which is part of 
this mesmerizing and history-defining part of the 
Khyber district.

Youth of the area is interested in sports, 
particularly football but in recent times, cricket 
has emerged as a popular sport among youth. 
This new passion for cricket is due to Pakistan's 

fast bowler Shaheen Shah Afridi's lineage with 
local Afridi tribes. Shaheen's immediate family 
originally belong to this place. Apart from him, 
many players in the national cricket team are 
originally from KPK. This certainly has infused 
a new passion for the game in the local youth. 

There are many sports grounds available thr

1927 Shagai FortTrain Arriving at Landi Kotal, 1975

Khyber Pass Landi Kotal Hamza Baba Shrine Landi Kotal 
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